
Resource List  
Below we have included a short list of resources that you can use when sharing why 
you think we need alternative first responders and why they are important to you. This 
short list has organisations who have called for an alternative first responder to help 
guide you, but you can share any other information that you would like.  

1.​ Beyond Survival, Flat Out & RMIT University – Harm in the Name of Safety 
Report: called for alternative first responder initiatives to family violence and 
investment in community-based responses, including strengthening and funding 
new community-based services.  

2.​ Victoria Legal Aid - Feeling Supported, Not Stuck Report: recommend alternative 
first responders for children experiencing mental health crises and to address 
social and health needs.  

3.​ Victoria Mental Illness Awareness Council (VMIAC) - Policy Position Paper, 
Police Misconduct and Accountability: recommended that police are not used as 
first responders to mental health crises and for immediate funding of 24-hour 
mobile mental health teams.  

4.​ Change the Record – Submission to the Special Rapporteur on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples: recommended funding expansion of existing 
community-controlled alternative first responder models and establish new 
community-controlled alternative first responder models and services.  

5.​ Footscray Community Response – Community Evaluation of the Footscray CBD 
Security Patrol Program: recommended the development of peer and 
community-run alternative first responder models for responding to mental health 
and substance use callouts. Alternative first responder models must replace 
police, security and other enforcement-based response models.  

6.​ Victorian Aboriginal Legal Service & Koorie Youth Council – Submission to 
Senate Inquiry into Youth Justice: recommended substantial, sustainable, and 
long-term resourcing and investment to Aboriginal-led organisations to deliver 
Aboriginal-led alternative youth justice responses.  

 

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5f3a46e3dffd8f36701099cf/t/689ac08a2085466759fc6090/1754972298352/Harm+in+the+name+of+safety_final+2.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5f3a46e3dffd8f36701099cf/t/689ac08a2085466759fc6090/1754972298352/Harm+in+the+name+of+safety_final+2.pdf
https://www.legalaid.vic.gov.au/sites/default/files/2025-07/vla-supported-not-stuck-report.pdf
https://www.vmiac.org.au/wp-content/uploads/VMIAC-Policy-Paper-6-Police-Misconduct-and-Accountability-1.pdf
https://www.vmiac.org.au/wp-content/uploads/VMIAC-Policy-Paper-6-Police-Misconduct-and-Accountability-1.pdf
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fjustice.us15.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Db172d542b39c6359ac4ec4fa4%26id%3D10aca2b197%26e%3Db76ab52ecb&data=05%7C02%7Cjacintaw%40justice.org.au%7C0fceb3bd5381417bd70908de99b8c871%7Cdeb59389ad9942d78913dbb1e62c6bed%7C0%7C0%7C639117216101146304%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=l4%2Bq0n%2BNwzq4niZL4tpApwezmKQLXSp3WeKU4ssYV58%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fjustice.us15.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Db172d542b39c6359ac4ec4fa4%26id%3D10aca2b197%26e%3Db76ab52ecb&data=05%7C02%7Cjacintaw%40justice.org.au%7C0fceb3bd5381417bd70908de99b8c871%7Cdeb59389ad9942d78913dbb1e62c6bed%7C0%7C0%7C639117216101146304%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=l4%2Bq0n%2BNwzq4niZL4tpApwezmKQLXSp3WeKU4ssYV58%3D&reserved=0
https://footscraycommunityresponse.net/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/FINAL-FCR-report-to-Maribynong-council.pdf
https://footscraycommunityresponse.net/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/FINAL-FCR-report-to-Maribynong-council.pdf
https://www.vals.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/VALS-KYC-Joint-Submission-to-the-Senate-Inquiry-into-Youth-Justice-2026.pdf
https://www.vals.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/VALS-KYC-Joint-Submission-to-the-Senate-Inquiry-into-Youth-Justice-2026.pdf
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