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“I'm a primary school teacher and in the community
where | work there is a distrust towards police. It’s
important to have another port of call where people can
access the support they need, when they need it! ”

- Alternative First Responder (AFR) Supporter
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The School-to-Prison Pipeline

As rightly stated in the School Exclusion Project Report, the
school-to-prison-pipeline exists here in Australia and can be
defined as ‘systemic setbacks that gradually shepherd
students away from positive school connections and academic
success and into increasing criminal activity’. Read Blog

Rethink: Rebuild

Brief facts with big impact to help build a better
response.

“Calling on police to respond to issues such as
student behaviour or attendance is linked to the
school-to-prison-pipeline, in which marginalised
youths who have contact with law enforcement in
school are more likely to experience prison time

C Read the Position Paper )

as adults”
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National Updates

Alternatives not quasi-policing - our formal statement calling for the
Northern Territory Government to retain and invest in alternative first
responders that are unarmed and trained in care, de-escalation, and harm
reduction.

Yoorrook Justice Commission the first and only truth-telling commission,
designed and led by First Peoples, in Australia has handed down its final
report, calling on the Victorian government to implement major reforms to
redress ongoing systemic injustices, including the drastic need to reduce
contact between First Nations young people and police.

In an open letter to Prime Minister Anthony Albanese, Walpiri Elder Ned
Jampijinpa Hargraves calls for urgent action in addressing ongoing over-
policing, the criminalisation of disability, and the defunding of community-
led justice initiatives.

The NSW Legislative Assembly Interim Report (2025) recommended that
the NSW Government prioritise funding to Aboriginal Community
Controlled Organisations (ACCOs) to support effective early intervention.

Recommendation 19 recognised the positive outcomes of ACCOs, when
adequately resourced, to deliver community-based responses that police
are not equipped to provide.
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The Dharriwaa Elders Group (DEG) reported that, in
Walgett, police are currently 'used as the response to all
issues of public safety'. “We have witnessed first-hand
the damage of a police-led response to a public
health crisis and we are worse off. | know what this
is doing to our young people and their future life-
prospects.” - DEG Elder Virginia Robinson.

Read the DEG’s submission to the NSW Legislative
* * Assembly Committee on Law and Safety Inquiry into
** Community Safety in Regional and Rural Communities.

Ahead of NAIDOC Week Ronald Bin Swami speaks out
on youth justice. "I want the Department of Justice or
the government to listen to the voices of young
people and understand that the decisions you're
making might not be the best for these young
people.” - Ronald Bin Swami

In Focus: Research

The Smart Justice for Young People (SJ4YP) coalition "Working together’

Report, recommends the complete removal of police from schools, and calls
for investment in supportive, community-led alternatives that prioritise
student wellbeing and human rights.

Our feature article this month is co-authored by National Indigenous Youth
Education Coalition (NIYEC) and informed by the research in their The_
School Exclusion Project Report’ 2024.



https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/ladocs/submissions/86735/Submission%20193%20-%20Dharriwaa%20Elders%20Group.pdf
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Top Links: From
the AFR Team

« NPR Podcast: The Fifth branch explores how a city radically changes its
response to people in crisis.

« NAIDOC, Strength, Vision, Legacy - Celebrate 50 years of powerful
themes, proud resistance and community strength with this NAIDOC
Week word search.

o The Art Gallery of NSW NAIDOC Program celebrates and recognises the
history, cultures and achievements of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples through a series of exhibitions, films, workshops and
talks.

AWK THE RESpG, Take Action
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ALTERNATIVE Thank you for all the support so
far! The Alternative First Responder
FIBST RESPONDER campaign is building momentum,
?Q :/",: '\‘. 2

help us take the conversation further

% by sharing on social media and

online, why alternative first
responders matter. Download Tiles

In the Media

o NAAJA calls for 'emergency intervention’

e Yoorook Truth Telling_Inquiry



https://www.npr.org/podcasts/1255347227/the-fifth-branch
https://www.clothingthegaps.com.au/collections/ally-friendly-shop-everything/products/naidoc-strength-vision-legacy-digital-download-word-search
https://www.artgallery.nsw.gov.au/whats-on/programs/naidoc-week-2025/
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AFR News

THE NEXT GENERATION:
STRENGTH, VISION & LEGACY

6-13 JULY 2025
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You can unsubscribe from our newsletters here.
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